
2019 DICK REESE KIPONA CANOE & KAYAK RACES 
Benefits Harrisburg Inspiring Connections Outdoors of the Sierra Club 

 

Monday, September 2 at Riverfront Park, Harrisburg, PA 
Late Registration: 8-9 am on race day 

 

All races will start from the river walk way just upstream from the Walnut Street bridge. Racers 
bringing their own boats can launch them from the City Island boat ramp (PA Fish & Boat 
Commission launch permit required) or from the river walk way after carrying them down the steps 
from Riverfront Park. Parking is available on City Island and on Second Street in Harrisburg. 
 

1-mile Canoe and Kayak Race for Kids 16 and younger, and Adults/Youth (Over 21 and 14 & Under) 
3-mile Canoe and Kayak Race for adults 17 and older. 
 

The sprint races are unique because we provide the identical canoes and paddles so all racers are on an 
equal basis. You do not need to own a canoe to race. All canoe races in the following boat classes will be 
run in identical canoes, using similar straight-shaft paddles. 

All race entry fees support Harrisburg Inspiring Connections Outdoors (formerly Inner City 
Outings), a charitable community outreach program that provides opportunities for urban youth 
and adults to explore, enjoy, and protect the natural world. All entrants will receive a Dick Reese 
Kipona Canoe Races T-Shirt.  

Coastguard-approved PFDs (life vests) must be worn by all paddlers; PFDs will be provided for 
any racers not bringing their own. 
When does the first race start? There will be a short meeting for racers at 9:30 am. 
The 1-mile and 3-mile races will start at 10:00 AM. The first sprint race will start at at 11 am followed by 
the other classes in the following order: 
 

1. Boat Sponsor Class (C-2) 
2. C-2 Adult/Youth (21 yrs & 
over/14 & under) 
 3. C-2 Novice (Never 
Raced Before) 

4. Pat Reilly HICO Challenge 
5. C-2 Men 
6. C-2 Women  
7. Dick Reese C-1 Sprint Challenge 

8. Mariah Quant Women’s C-1 
Challenge  
9. C-2 Mixed (1 Male/1 Female) 
10. 4-Person War Canoe

NOTE: C-1 = 1 person (solo paddler); C-2 = 2 people (tandem paddlers).  

How far are the sprint races? All sprint races include a buoy turn. You will head upstream, turn around a 
buoy, and then come back to the start line. Races for kids are about 300 yards and for adults are about 
500 yards. 

Will I get wet? Probably not. But just in case, the race organizers will provide safety boats for the race. 

What does it cost to enter? The entry fee is $15 per person or $45 per family of three or more racers. 
The registration fee covers as many races as you would like to enter and includes insurance provided by 
the American Canoe Association. The CCGH Race Registration Booth will be open during the Kipona 
Festival and on Race Day until 9 am, located in Riverfront Park near Locust Street in Harrisburg, PA. 

Where do the races start and finish? The races start and finish on the Susquehanna River along 
Riverfront Park in Harrisburg, PA. The registration tent will be just upstream from the steel girder Walnut 
Street bridge. 

Whom should I thank for making this happen? Dick Reese (1929-2016), 8-Time Kipona High Point 
Trophy Winner; The City of Harrisburg, Eric Papenfuse, Mayor; Canoe Club of Greater Harrisburg; Davis 
Law; Susquehanna River Trail Association; Peachtree Restaurant & Lounge; Smigel Anderson & Sacks 
LLP; Susquehanna Single Malt Scotch Club, Bass pros Shops, and Cocoa Kayak Rentals of Hershey. 

Questions? Call 717-887-4220 or e-mail palmerbrian@msn.com.  



2018 DICK REESE KIPONA CANOE & KAYAK RACES 
Benefits Harrisburg Inspiring Connections Outdoors of the Sierra Club 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
The registration fee is $15 per person or $45 per family of three or more racers for as many races as you wish to enter. 
Entry fee includes insurance provided by the American Canoe Association (ACA). Registration fees will support 
Harrisburg Inspiring Connections Outdoors of the Sierra Club. T-shirts will be given to all entrants (specify size on entry 
form). You may use photocopied forms as needed. 
You need to complete only one registration form per person to be eligible for any and all races you wish to enter. 
Each competitor completes and signs the entry form below, even if racing in the C-2 or War Canoe classes. You do not 
need to register in advance for each class. On race day, the different race classes will be run in the order listed below and 
called out before each race begins. If you wish to race in a class, you and your canoe partner(s) simply come forward 
when that class is called by the race organizers. Your name(s) will be recorded and you and your partner(s) will be 
assigned to a canoe. You may decide on race day in which classes you want to compete. You must submit your signed 
individual registration form before the registration deadline on race day. Race day registration closes at 9 am. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. 
Boat Classes for the 1-mile and 3-mile races (subject to change depending on the number and types of boats): 
K-1 and K-2 racing (race kayaks and any other composite kayaks) 
C-1and C-2 racing (race canoes and any other composite canoes) 
C-1 and C-2 recreational (plastic and aluminum canoes) 
K1 short recreational (plastic kayaks up to 12 feet long) 
K1 long recreational (plastic kayaks over 12 feet long) 
K1 recreational youth (plastic kayaks with paddlers under 16 years old) 

 
Boat Classes for the Sprint Races: 

1. Boat Sponsor Class (C-2) 
2. C-2 Adult/Youth (21 yrs & 
over/14 & under) 
3. C-2 Novice (Never raced before) 

4. Pat Reilly HICO Challenge 
5. C-2 Men 
6. C-2 Women  
7. Dick Reese C-1 Sprint Challenge 

8. Mariah Quant Women’s C-1 Challenge  
9. C-2 Mixed (1 Male/1 Female) 
10. 4-Person War Canoe

You can register at the Kipona Festival (September 1 to 3), or mail your entry form with entry fee enclosed no 
later than Monday August 27th. Remember, entry is limited to 200 participants. Mail-in entries should be 
sent to:  Canoe Club of Greater Harrisburg, c/o Brian Palmer 

225 West Maple Street, Palmyra, PA 17078.                    
Questions? Call (717) 887-4220. 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Return the portion below this line with your entry fee - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

WAIVER OF LIABILITY 

I certify that I have read the rules of the race and will abide by them. In signing this entry form, I for myself, my heirs, 
executors and administrators, waive and release any and all rights and claims for personal damages I may have against 
the sponsors of this race. I verify that I am physically fit and have trained sufficiently for this event. (Entrants under 18 
years of age must have waiver signed by parent or guardian.) Races will take place rain or shine. However, the Dick 
Reese Kipona Canoe Races organizers reserve the right to cancel the race due to high water or extreme weather 
conditions; pre-registered racers will be sent their T-shirts in the event of cancellation. 

 
PLEASE  PRINT USING   BLOCK   LETTERS 

Last Name  First Name  Please circle T-shirt size:  
Youth-M    
Adult-S   M   L   XL   XXL 

Street   Paddling Club (if any) 

City  State  Zip 

Phone   

Signature 
(parent/guardian 
if under 18) 

  Date ACA Member # (if available) 

 


